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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see After Final Amendment, filed 2/1 7/2006, with respect 
to the rejections of claims 1-6, 8-13 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the finality of the previous rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground of rejection is made in 
view of Takahama (PN 6,1 19,184) as modified by Naghi et al. (PN 5,547,399) 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: it appears the word 
"device" was incorrectly deleted from the claims in line 9. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1 -6 and 9-1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Takahama (PN 6,1 19,184) in view of Naghi et al. (PN 5,547,399). With respect to 
claim 1 , Takahama teaches a computer main body (1) having a first connection port to 
which electric power is supplied from outside the computer main body (see Fig. 5 clearly 
showing a power connection port, see also Figs. 9, 1.2, showing a connection to an 
external power supply); a docking station (2) having a second connection port to which 



Application/Control Number: 10/730,090 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2835 

electric power is supplied from outside the docking station (see Fig. 5), wherein the 
docking station and the computer main body are electrically connected through a 
connector (3, 4); wherein the connector receives and sends data and DC power 
between the docking station and the computer main body (see col 3, 46-50 teaching 
that the connection allows communication and col 7, 41-44 teaching that one device 
may supply power to the other that is lacking a power supply. It is well known that 
computers and their docking stations utilize DC power). Takahama lacks specific 
teaching of an AC/DC adapter having branched cables. Naghi teaches an AC/DC 
adapter (12) comprising: an adapter main body (24) converting AC power into DC 
power (col 3, 1 1-25); a DC power cable (14 and one of 32) connected to the adapter 
main body; a power supplying jack (16, 18, or 20) provided at an end of the DC power 
cable; a grounding cable (an other of 32 not used for the power cable) branched off 
from the DC power cable and forming a grounding path (the cable must provide an 
electrically neutral or return path connector to establish a working electrical circuit); a 
grounding jack (16, 18, or 20 not used as the power jack) provided at an end of the 
grounding cable. It would have been obvious to combine the docking system of 
Takahama with the power adapter of Naghi where the adapter provided independent 
connections to the computer and docking station for the benefit of providing power to 
two devices using a single adapter. 

5. With respect to claim 2, Naghi teaches wherein the power supplying jack 
comprises: a power supplying terminal to supply DC power supplied through the DC 
power cable to an electronic device; and a first grounding terminal disposed 
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concentrically with and apart from the power supplying terminal (see col 3, 48-51 , Fig. 1 , 
3, the inner and outer terminals as described and shown must be concentric), and the 
ground jack comprises a second grounding terminal having the same cross section and 
the same size as those of the first grounding terminal (the sockets may have the same 
configuration, in such a case the neutral terminal would be the same size). 
6. With respect to claim 3, Takahama teaches a portable device (1 ) and docking 
station (2) wherein the docking station and the portable device are electrically 
connected through a connector (3, 4), wherein the connector receives and sends data 
and DC power between the docking station and the computer main body (see col 3, 46- 
50 teaching that the connection allows communication and col 7, 41-44 teaching that 
one device may supply power to the other that is lacking a power supply. It is well 
known that computers and their docking stations utilize DC power). Takahama lacks 
specific teaching of an AC/DC adapter having branched cables. Naghi teaches a base 
(12) adapted to convert an AC power input into DC power (col 3, 1 1-25); a power cable 
(14, 32) connected to the base and termination at another end in a power supplying jack 
(34); a grounding cable (an other of 32 not used for the power cable) connected to the 
power cable and terminating at another end in a grounding jack (16, 1 8, or 20 not used 
as the power jack), and wherein the power supplying jack is connectable to one of the 
portable device and the docking station, and the grounding jack is connectable to the 
other one of the portable device and docking station to supply a ground path other than 
through the power supplying jack (the grounding jack must provide an electrically 
neutral or return path connector to establish a working electrical circuit). It would have 
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been obvious to combine the docking system of Takahama with the power adapter of 
Naghi where the adapter provided independent connections to the computer and 
docking station for the benefit of providing power to two devices using a single adapter. 

7. With respect to claim 4, Naghi teaches wherein the power supplying jack 
includes a terminal for supplying DC power and a tubular grounding conductor coaxial 
with the terminal (see col 3, 48-51 , Fig. 1 , 3, the inner and outer terminals as described 
and shown must be coaxial). 

8. With respect to claim 5, Naghi teaches wherein the grounding jack includes a 
tubular grounding conductor (the sockets 34 must provide a neutral connection or return 
path in order to complete the circuit and function). 

9. With respect to claim 6, Naghi teaches wherein the power supplying jack and the 
grounding jack have the same dimensions (the sockets may have the same 
configuration, in such a case the neutral terminal would be the same size). 

1 0. With respect to claim 9, Takahama teaches wherein first (1 ) and second (2) 
electrical devices are electrically connected through a connector (3, 4), and wherein the 
connector receives and sends date and DC power between the first and second 
electrical devices (see col 3, 46-50 teaching that the connection allows communication 
and col 7, 41-44 teaching that one device may supply power to the other that is lacking 
a power supply. It is well known that computers and their docking stations utilize DC 
power). Takahama lacks specific teaching of an AC/DC adapter having branched 
cables. Naghi teaches a base (12) adapted to convert an AC power input into DC 
power (col 3, 1 1-25); a power cable (14, 32) extending from the base unit and 
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terminating in a power supplying jack (34) so as to provide a power supply path and a 
first ground path (the sockets 34 provide positive and negative paths); and a grounding 
cable (an other of 32 not used for the power cable) splitting off from the power cable 
and terminating in a grounding jack (16, 18, or 20 not used as the power jack) so as to 
supply a second ground path other than the first ground path, wherein the power 
supplying jack is for connecting to the first electrical device and the grounding jack is for 
connecting to the second electrical device (see Fig. 3, col 4, 61-65). It would have been 
obvious to combine the docking system of Takahama with the power adapter of Naghi 
where the adapter provided independent connections to the computer and docking 
station for the benefit of providing power to two devices using a single adapter. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 10, Naghi teaches wherein the power supplying jack 
includes a terminal for supplying DC power and a tubular grounding conductor coaxial 
with the terminal (see col 3, 48-51, Fig. 1, 3, the inner and outer terminals as described 
and shown must be coaxial). 

12. With respect to claim 1 1 , Naghi teaches that the grounding jack includes a 
tubular grounding conductor (see Fig. 1 , the conductors of 34 are tubular). 

1 3. With respect to claim 12, Naghi teaches wherein the power supplying jack and 
the grounding jack have the same dimensions (the sockets may have the same 
configuration, in such a case the neutral terminal would be the same size). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

14. Claims 8 and 1 3 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

1 5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The allowability resides in the overall structure of the device as recited in 
dependant apparatus claims 8 and 13 and at least in part, because claim 8 and 13 
recite: "wherein the grounding jack has a grounding conductor and no power supply 
terminal". 

The aforementioned limitations in combination with all remaining limitations of 
claims 3 and 9 respectively are believed to render said claims 8 and 13 and all claims 
dependent therefrom patentable over the art of record. 

The closest reference to the present invention is believed to be Naghi et al (PN 

5,547,399). 

Naghi teaches wherein an AC/DC adapter has a power cable and a grounding 
cable branched off from said power cable that connects to a computer and docking 
station, but did not disclose "wherein the grounding jack has a grounding conductor and 
no power supply terminal". 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Potega (PN 6,634,896) teaching a conventional coaxial power 



Application/Control Number: 10/730,090 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2835 

connector. Dalton (PN 6,152,778), Oyang et al. (PN 6.909.907), Acharya et al. (US Pub 
2002/0180277), and Morisawa et al. (PN 5,836,783) teaching a single power supply 
similar to the one of the instant application connecting to multiple devices. "Sega CD 
User Manual" page 7 clearly demonstrating a specific application of Naghi (5,547,399) 
where a computer and docking station that normally use two independent power 
supplies when connected, would instead use the single power supply of Naghi. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Corey M. Broussard whose telephone number is 571 
272 2799. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on 571 272 2092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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